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INTL 480/HIST 490 
Capstone Seminar
Fall 2019
Instructor: Dr. Valerie H. Barske





Time: T/TH 3:30-4:45PM
Professor of History







Place: CCC 231
 
Coordinator of International Studies & Peace Studies


Office Hours: M/W 1-2PM

Email: vbarske@uwsp.edu


           


Or By Appointment CCC 453

Course Description

This course serves as a Capstone Senior Seminar in History and International Studies.  The main focus is to professionalize students as they prepare to transition from the university setting to a global world.  Moving beyond the standard lecture format, the seminar allows all participants to help co-construct knowledge as we grapple with complex international issues.  Our in-class readings provide theoretical grounding in International History and interdisciplinary approaches to real-world problem solving.  We engage with concepts such as memory, public history, neoliberalism, race, gender, embodiment, international cultural studies, and postcolonialism.  In the end, students apply their professional skills through a formal oral presentation in a video format and an original research paper that may be utilized as a writing sample.  The course functions not only as a culmination of student experiences here at UWSP, but also as a springboard for launching marketable, competitive, and yet socially conscious global citizens.    
Course Intended Learning Outcomes
This course aligns directly with the General Education Program outcomes for Communication and Capstone in the Major.  Upon completing all in-class activities and co-curricular assignments, students will improve their ability to:
· Demonstrate professional academic standards for oral communication through leading in-class discussions and presenting an original research poster at a formal conference venue.

· Apply professional academic standards for written communication to compose an articulate, grammatically correct, and organized original research paper with properly documented and supported ideas, evidence, and information suitable to the topic, purpose, and audience. 
· Critique their own and other’s writing/oral presentations to provide effective and useful feedback to improve their communication.
· Complete a project that integrates knowledge, skills, and experiences related to those General Education Program Outcomes appropriate to the discipline.
· Demonstrate skills, processes, and resources needed to make a successful transition from college to the world beyond.
Required Course Materials:
Students are expected to bring a PRINTED copy of the readings to class.  This course does not have a purchase book nor a text rental textbook.  Therefore, students should reallocate the $50 savings towards printing readings.  However, feel free to be creative and find the most cost-effective ways of printing—so long as you can still read, quote, and write notes in the margins of your printed copy.  If any student has any financial concerns about printing the readings, please let me know at the beginning of the semester—we will find a solution.  
Evaluation Criteria
Demonstrating Professionalism, Embodying a Growth Mindset 10%:
Attendance and Printed Readings: 5%
Inclusive Professionalism in the Classroom: 5%


All students are expected to engage with course materials and to participate meaningfully in classroom discussions, exercises, and activities.  Students will be expected to actively take notes on in-class activities and assigned readings.  As the popular article from Scientific American (June 3, 2013) suggests, taking notes by hand has been proven to engage specific cognitive processes and embodied actions that enhance learning.  Our class is designed in the format of a seminar, a course-based group discussion in which faculty and students participate in the active co-generation of ideas rather than simply the delivery of content.  As we enhance our professional writing and oral communication skills, we will strive to fine-tune our abilities to articulate complex ideas and even opposing viewpoints citing evidence in an inclusive learning environment.  We will utilize a number of high-impact teaching practices such as team-based activities, hands-on participatory workshops, and engaging embodied learning opportunities.  Unlike a standard lecture course, in this class, we will work together to produce rather than simply to consume knowledge.  
Historicizing Contemporary Global Issues, Mini-Presentations: 5%:

Students will present contemporary news articles from media outlets beyond the U.S. that relate back to the historical themes of the course.  A sign-up sheet for specific dates and topics will be distributed in class.

Applying Critical Thinking to Summarize Scholarly Arguments 20%
As central to the skills of Critical Thinking, students will practice summarizing arguments in scholarly journal publications.
Professional Resume, Curriculum Vitae, and Cover Letter 10%

In order to prepare for careers and life beyond UWSP, students will submit a professional resume, CV, and cover letter for prospective jobs, internships, or graduate school fellowships.
Participating in a Film Event and Producing a Film Review as a Writing Sample 10%
Based on professional writing standards in online blogs and journals, students will produce a scholarly film review as a writing sample that demonstrates skills for how to engage with a contemporary popular cultural artifact through a historical and academic lens.
Professional Oral Presentation and Peer Video Review 10%

 In lieu of a conference presentation or poster, students will record their oral presentations in video format and practice reviewing each other’s work.
Original Research Project: 35%
Research Paper (20 Pages) OR Research Paper (15 Pages) + Lesson Plan
Abstract and Annotated Bibliography 10%
Full Draft 15%, Final Paper and Reflection 10%

As central to the capstone experience of this course, students will be required to write an original research paper.  Students will be guided through the process of appropriate topic selection, but the focus must be on international cultural issues or global cultural themes primarily not centered around the U.S.  While our archival work may include some U.S. foreign policy dimensions, bear in mind that the research topic must focus on real-world problems beyond the confines of the United States.  We will have writing workshops and even computer lab time to work with our peers and the instructor to improve our writing. 
Participation Expectations:
√+ 90-100—The student always comes prepared for class with readings printed, , previous notes, and any other necessary materials.  During the discussion, they will ask on-topic questions, articulate complex ideas, and synthesize materials from previous sessions.  They will volunteer and be ready to provide an answer when called.  They will treat other students with respect, offering support and helping to create an inclusive learning environment.

√ 80-90—The student comes prepared to class on a regular basis with their readings and other materials.  They share ideas and communicate in group work but could be more engaged in large group discussions.  Although a student in this group might not volunteer as readily, they are always prepared to respond when called.  They offer connections between ideas or comments in class.

√- 70-80—The student is not prepared on a regular basis, forget their materials, or fail to participate.  They might also wander off topic consistently, create a disturbance in the class, or show disrespect to other students.  Students receiving a 70% for participation may not be able to engage fully in the coursework and with other students, so please try to avoid letting your participation reach this level.

Grading Scale:

	A
	93-100
	B-
	80 – 82
	D+
	67 – 69

	A-
	90 – 92
	C+
	77 – 79
	D
	63 – 66

	B+
	87– 89
	C
	73 – 76
	D-
	60 – 62

	B
	83-86 
	C-
	70 – 72
	F
	59 and below


Course Schedule:
Reading assignments listed below correspond to the date they are relevant to in-class work.  Students are required to complete the readings prior to class.  In addition, the schedule includes due dates, locations for where we will meet for workshops, as well as a required film screening outside of the regular course meeting time.  Please keep a paper copy of the syllabus, but also consult our Canvas site for updates.  
	Date
	Topic
	[image: image1.emf] Readings
	[image: image2.emf] Assignments

	What is a Capstone Experience in History and International Studies? 

	9/3
	Why are We Here, Now? What is a Capstone Experience in History and International Studies?
	Syllabus and Short Reading/Writing in Class
	

	9/5
	What is the role of Dispositions in Critical Thinking? What Dispositional Values do successful Critical Thinkers embody?  How do we enhance our Critical Thinking, Growth Mindset, and Global Competence?
	1. Dunne (2015) 
PRINT and Bring with Notes in Margins
2. CCTDI Scales Website (Read online and Take Notes)
3. GCLC Description (Read online and Take Notes)
	Complete Critical Thinking and Global Competence Reflection Post in Canvas 9/7 11PM

	9/10
	What is Cultural History? What is Gender History? How do these Subfields Relate to International Studies?
	1. Burke (2019) PRINT and Bring Notes in the  Margin 
2. Rose (2010) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin
	

	How Do We Engage with International History Debates and Historical Thinking?

	9/12
	How do we “Rethink History” and the Role of Historians in International History Debates in Germany and Australia?
	Froeyman (2016) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin 
	Argument Summary and Article Precis #1 DUE 9/14 11PM

	9/17
	How do we understand the link between Memory, Public History Museums, and Hong Kong’s Struggles with Democracy?
	Dimache et al. (2017) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin
	

	9/19
	What is Neoliberalism and Why Does Spring Say F*** it? Why are these Scholars so Mad and How does this Anger relate to Public Discourse on History and International Studies?
	Springer and Gahman (2016) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margins
	Neoliberalism Post in Canvas DUE 9/18 11PM

	9/24
	What should a Professional Online Presence include and what should it avoid?  How can we enhance our Resumes, CVs, and Cover Letters?
	Doyle (2019) Take Notes Online in Canvas
	Bring Printed Copy of CV and Resume 
(2 different documents)

	What are Career Options And Information Literacy in History/International Studies?

	9/26
	What are Careers in History and International Studies?  Where are UWSP History and International Studies Alumni Currently Employed?  
	Cole (2018) Take Notes Online in Canvas

Bring Draft of Cover Letter or Statement
	Cover Letter, Fellowship Essay, or Statement of Purpose DUE 9/28 11PM

	10/1
	How can we prepare for and explore Career Options in History and International Studies?
Guest Facilitator: Ian McArthur
	Readings TBD
	

	10/3
	How do we Conduct Research and Enhance Information Literacy in History and International Studies?
Guest Facilitator: Dave Dettman
	Birkenstein (2018) Excerpts in Canvas, Take Notes
	MEET in ALB 316


	10/8
	How do we summarize Academic Arguments as central to Critical Thinking?  What multi-disciplinary examples of strong writing might we use as models for our own academic work?
	Birkenstein (2018) PRINT and Bring with Notes in Margins
	Bring History Article from 10/3



	How do Scholars Address the Cultural Meanings of International Populist Movements?

	10/10
	What are some Cultural and Artistic Ramifications of Populism and Brexit? How do we understand Local Meanings of Global Cultural Backlash?
	Rowe et al. (2017) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin
	Article Precis #2 DUE 11PM 10/13 Canvas

	10/15
	Who are the Yellow Vests and what does Populism Look Like in France?
	Bristow (2019) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin
	

	How Might We Enhance our Professional Research Skills to Propose and Conduct Meaningful Projects?

	10/17
	How do Scholars propose Research Projects through an Academic Abstract and Annotated Bibliography? 
	
	MEET in CPS 107



	10/22
	How do Historians and International Studies scholars incorporate Primary Sources and Archival Materials?
Guest Facilitator: Kyle Neil
	
	MEET in ALB 650
Bring Pencils, Paper, and Cameras/Phones

	10/24
	Abstract and Annotated Bibliography
	NO IN-CLASS MEETING

	Abstract/Annotated Bibliography DUE 10/24 11PM Canvas

	IN What Ways Do Visual Media, Embodied Practices, and Archival Sources Enhance History and International Studies?

	10/29
	What is Anime and How does it function as a Complex Cultural Practice? How do we write an International Film Review?
	Gan (2009) PRINT and Bring Notes in the Margin
	MEET in Class AND
6PM DUC Theatre for Anime Screening

	10/31
	How do Day of the Dead Celebrations Represent Newly Invented Traditions and Constructions of Local Identities in Contemporary Mexico?
	Aguilar (2016) PRINT and Bring with Notes in the Margins
	

	11/5
	In what ways can we still improve our performance of the Art of Argument Summary?  
	Birkenstein (2018) PRINT and Bring Notes
	FILM Review DUE 11/6 11PM Canvas

	11/7
	In what ways might we utilize Multi-Disciplinary Examples of Summarizing Arguments to Craft our own Academic Argument in Writing?
	Birkenstein (2018) PRINT and Bring Notes
	

	Original Research Project: What Constitutes Capstone-Level Writing and Research?

	11/12
	In what ways might we enhance our writing and research skills through our Capstone Project?
	Bring Files
	MEET in CPS 107

	11/14
	In what ways might we enhance our writing and research skills through our Capstone Project?
	Bring Files
	MEET in CPS 107

	11/19
	Professional Interviews: Can we practice together in a safe space?
	
	FULL Draft Due 11/20 11PM Canvas

	Hollywood Depictions of Gender, Race, Class, and Neoliberalism in Southeast Asia: How Might Scholars Engage with Pop Cultural Representations?

	11/21
	Why should scholars care about depictions of the Nouveau Riche in Contemporary Southeast Asia?
	
	In-Class Film 
Crazy Rich Asians (2018)

	11/26
	In what ways might scholarly critical thinking skills be applied to analyzing Pop Cultural Representations in Film?
	Yit (2018) Read Online
	In-Class Film 
Crazy Rich Asians (2018)

	11/28
	THANKSGIVING Embodying Invented Cultural Traditions EAT!
	
	

	Professional Communication Skills: In What Ways Might We Continue to Enhance our Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions?

	12/3
	How do we create a meaning Oral Communication Presentation with Video?
	
	MEET in CPS 105

	12/5
	Peer Review: How is Scholarly Writing about Review, Editing, and RE-Writing?
	
	

	12/10
	Writing is Re-Writing: In what ways might we enhance our editing and re-writing skills?
	Bring Literature Review Draft with Feedback
	MEET in CPS 107 Video Presentation and Peer Review DUE 12/12 9AM Canvas

	12/12
	Celebrating Global Citizenship: How do we live as Critical Thinkers with a Global Mindset in a Complex World?
	
	


Reminder:  The instructor reserves the right to add, delete, or alter readings and assignments based on the pedagogical needs of the course.  Please attend class and check Canvas for any updates or changes. Final Project/Reflection DUE 12/19 5PM in Canvas.

California Critical Thinking Disposition Inventory (CCTDI)  
Truthseeking: 

Truthseeking is the habit of always desiring the best possible understanding of any given situation; it is following reasons and evidence where ever they may lead, even if they lead one to question cherished beliefs. Truth-seekers ask hard, sometimes even frightening questions; they do not ignore relevant details; they strive not to let bias or preconception color their search for knowledge and truth. The opposite of truthseeking is bias which ignores good reasons and relevant evidence in order not to have to face difficult ideas.

Open-mindedness: 

Open-mindedness is the tendency to allow others to voice views with which one may not agree. Open-minded people act with tolerance toward the opinions of others, knowing that often we all hold beliefs which make sense only from our own perspectives. Open-mindedness, as used here, is important for harmony in a pluralistic and complex society where people approach issues from different religious, political, social, family, cultural, and personal backgrounds. The opposite of open-mindedness is intolerance.

Analyticity: 

Analyticity is the tendency to be alert to what happens next. This is the habit of striving to anticipate both the good and the bad potential consequences or outcomes of situations, choices, proposals, and plans. The opposite of analyticity is being heedless of consequences, not attending to what happens next when one makes choices or accepts ideas uncritically.

Systematicity: 

Systematicity is the tendency or habit of striving to approach problems in a disciplined, orderly, and systematic way. The habit of being disorganized is the opposite tendency. The person who is strong in systematicity may not know of a given approach, or may not be skilled at using a given strategy of problem solving, but that person has the desire and tendency to try to approach questions and issues in an organized and orderly way. 

Confidence in Reasoning: 

Confidence in reasoning is the habitual tendency to trust reflective thinking to solve problems and to make decisions. As with the other attributes measured here, confidence in reasoning applies to individuals and to groups.  A family, team, office, community, or society can be trustful of reasoned judgment as the means of solving problems and reaching goals. The opposite habit is mistrust of reasoning, often manifested as aversion to the use of careful reason and reflection when making decisions or deciding what to believe or do.

Inquisitiveness: 

Inquisitiveness is intellectual curiosity. It is the tendency to want to know things, even if they are not immediately or obviously useful. It is being curious and eager to acquire new knowledge and to learn the explanations for things even when the applications of that new learning are not immediately apparent. The opposite of inquisitiveness is indifference.

Maturity of Judgment: 

Maturity of judgment is the habit of seeing the complexity of issues and yet striving to make timely decisions.  A person with maturity of judgment understands that multiple solutions may be acceptable while yet appreciating the need to reach closure at times even in the absence of complete knowledge. The opposite, cognitive immaturity, is imprudent, black-and-white thinking, failing to make timely decisions, stubbornly refusing to change when reasons and evidence would indicate one is mistaken, or revising opinions willy-nilly without good reason for doing so.
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